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1
LOGICAL TO PHYSICAL MAPPING OF
WIRELESS NETWORK COMPONENTS

FIELD

The present disclosure relates to locating wireless network
components, and more particularly, to locating such compo-
nents based upon the acceleration vector of a sensor in space.

BACKGROUND

Aircraft systems include a variety of components (e.g.,
overhead lights). These components may be coupled to each
other in a variety of ways (e.g., point-to-point, bussed net-
work topology, etc.) As more electric systems are used on new
aircraft, new wiring is added and the overall weight of the
aircraft may increase as a result. Bussed network architec-
tures often offer a lighter weight alternative than point-to-
point, but in these systems, it will be necessary to determine
the physical location of each component on the bus. In addi-
tion, the labor required to identify the physical location of
each component during initial installation or replacement
may be burdensome and prone to error.

SUMMARY

A system for evaluating a physical location of a node in a
network comprising a multi-axis accelerometer installed in
proximity to the node and in a deterministic spacial orienta-
tion, and/or a controller configured to receive an acceleration
vector associated with the multi-axis accelerometer and to
evaluate the orientation of the node based on the received
acceleration vector in comparison to a reference acceleration
vector known to the controller and a look-up table in memory
configured to contain the logical function and a node location
identifier for each spatial orientation. The node may comprise
a system component. The controller may request, at least one
of: an identifier associated with the node, a logical function of
the node, and an acceleration vector of the accelerometer. The
system controller may develop a map of a plurality of loca-
tions of a plurality of nodes within a network in relation to one
another. The controller may determine, based upon a change
in the mapping, that a node has been at least one of: installed,
replaced, damaged, or moved. The memory may store a logi-
cal function of the node. The accelerometer may measure its
acceleration vector relative to a motion of an object to which
it is mechanically coupled. When there is no acceleration of
the object, the accelerometer may measure its acceleration
vector relative to the force of gravity.

The system may further comprise a plurality of nodes with
accelerometers, each mounted in a unique spacial orientation
relative to the remaining plurality. An accelerometer may be
electrically coupled to a node. An accelerometer may com-
prise a portion of a node. Each node may communicate wire-
lessly with the controller. The system may further comprise
receiving by the controller, at least one of: an identifier asso-
ciated with the node, a logical function of the node, or an
acceleration vector of the accelerometer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The subject matter of the present disclosure is particularly
pointed out and distinctly claimed in the concluding portion
of the specification. A more complete understanding of the
present disclosure, however, may best be obtained by refer-
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ring to the detailed description and claims when considered in
connection with the drawing figures, wherein like numerals
denote like elements.

FIG. 1A illustrates, in accordance with various embodi-
ments, a 3-axis accelerometer having a first orientation in
space, wherein in the first orientation, the accelerometer is
configured to detect an acceleration vector with a magnitude
of'1 gand a direction determined by X, y and z axis vectors and
a 1 g acceleration in the z-axis.

FIG. 1B illustrates, in accordance with various embodi-
ments, a 3-axis accelerometer having a second orientation in
space, wherein in the second orientation, the accelerometer is
configured to detect an acceleration vector with a magnitude
of'1 gand adirection determined by x, y and z axis vectors that
is different than that of FIG. 1A and a 0 g acceleration in the
Z-axis.

FIG. 1C illustrates, in accordance with various embodi-
ments, a 3-axis accelerometer having a third orientation in
space, wherein in the third orientation, the accelerometer is
configured to detect an acceleration vector with a magnitude
of'1 gand adirection determined by x, y and z axis vectors that
is different than that of FIG. 1A and FIG. 1B and a -1 g
acceleration in the z-axis.

FIG. 2 illustrates, in accordance with various embodi-
ments, anetwork of nodes with 3-axis accelerometers in close
proximity or contained within the nodes, coupled to a net-
work controller,

FIG. 3 illustrates, in accordance with various embodi-
ments, a method for identifying the physical location of a
network node and thereby, mapping in a database, a node to
its logical function.

FIG. 4 illustrates, in accordance with various embodi-
ments, a variety of network nodes with 3-axis accelerometers
coupled to an aircraft stationary on the ground, wherein each
accelerometer is offset in its orientation relative to each other
accelerometer. Here the acceleration of gravity provides the
common acceleration vector.

FIG. 5 illustrates, in accordance with various embodi-
ments, a variety of network nodes with 3-axis accelerometers
coupled to an aircraft, wherein each accelerometer is offset in
its orientation relative to each other accelerometer. Here the
forward acceleration of the aircraft may provide the common
acceleration vector.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The detailed description of exemplary embodiments herein
makes reference to the accompanying drawings, which show
exemplary embodiments by way of illustration and their best
mode. While these exemplary embodiments are described in
sufficient detail to enable those skilled in the art to practice the
inventions, it should be understood that other embodiments
may be realized and that logical and mechanical changes may
be made without departing from the spirit and scope of the
inventions. Thus, the detailed description herein is presented
for purposes of illustration only and not for limitation. For
example, any reference to singular includes plural embodi-
ments, and any reference to more than one component or step
may include a singular embodiment or step. Also, any refer-
ence to attached, fixed, connected or the like may include
permanent, removable, temporary, partial, full and/or any
other possible attachment option.

In a point-to-point wired electrical system (a lighting sys-
tem for example), a dedicated wired connection may uniquely
identify the logical function and/or physical location of each
system module, sensor, actuator, and the like at the termina-
tion of the wire. However, in a bussed network topology, a
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wired connection may be shared by multiple systems. Addi-
tional data may be required, within a bussed topology, to
determine the physical location of components on the bus. For
example, systems may be manually placed and their locations
along the bus recorded by an installer, such as an individual
tasked with the installation of such components.

Systems such as those described above may be installed on
passenger aircraft, where it is common that there are many
installations of many identical components of a particular
system (e.g., an overhead reading lamp comprising the lamp
and a switch to turn the lamp on and off) throughout the
aircraft. Although a point-to-point system would clearly iden-
tify which light corresponds to which switch, it may require
significant wiring if the switches are located, for example, on
the seats for the convenience of passengers. If the lamps and
switches (or other components) are installed in a bussed net-
work, wire weight may be saved; however, the correlation
between a particular light and a particular switch would be
unclear unless an individual or installer manually or physi-
cally mapped, as described above, the location of each com-
ponent.

This effort to match each component with its location (e.g.,
each lamp with its switch) during installation and replace-
ment of such components often requires significant invest-
ment in labor. This labor investment may, very often, offset
the benefits of reducing weight and complexity by the utili-
zation of a bussed network. Accordingly, it would be highly
desirable to construct a low-cost, automated system for self-
identification of bussed components to determine their logi-
cal to physical mapping (i.e., to determine where they reside
physically on the aircraft versus their logical address on the
bus).

With reference to FIGS. 1A, 1B, and 1C, a 3-axis acceler-
ometer 102 is shown in three different orientations. For sim-
plicity as well as purposes of illustration, this example
describes a single-axis of acceleration to uniquely identify
three different node mounting orientations. Each orientation
is shown relative to the force of gravity (+1 gin a direction of
the z-axis in FIG. 1A, 0 g in the direction of the z-axis in FIG.
1B, and -1 ginthe direction of the z-axis in FIG. 1C), and the
accelerometer 102 may be configured to detect an accelera-
tionrelative to the force of gravity as desired. So, for example,
in the orientation shown in FIG. 1A, the accelerometer 102
may detect an acceleration due to the force of gravity of +1 g.
Similarly, in the orientation depicted at FIG. 1B, the acceler-
ometer 102 may be configured to detect an acceleration dueto
the force of gravity of 0 g, while in the orientation depicted at
FIG. 1C, the accelerometer 102 may be configured to detect
an acceleration due to the force of gravity of -1 g.

These orientations are merely examples, however, and the
accelerometer 102 may be oriented in any suitable manner.
For a 3-axis accelerometer, a conversion from a Cartesian
vector (X, V, Z) to a spherical vector (e.g., radius r, inclination
0, azimuth ¢ or similar) may be calculated by the controller
202 as required and/or desired. As used herein, any network
component, as described above, comprising an accelerometer
may be described as a “network node” or “node.” Any node,
including the controller 202, may be designated as a reference
node. A reference node may, in various embodiments, com-
prise a node having an accelerometer having a known orien-
tation to which other node orientations may be compared.

In various embodiments, The radius of the spherical vector
may represent the acceleration vector magnitude (r), which
may likely be similar for all nodes rigidly mounted on an
object which is at rest (due to the acceleration of gravity)
and/or accelerating in a linear direction. The acceleration
vector’s inclination and azimuth (6 and/or ¢) may identify the
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node’s apparent acceleration direction in three dimensional
space. Conversion of Cartesian to spherical calculations are
well known by those skilled in the art, and so are not described
further herein.

For simplicity, an “acceleration vector” may be described
herein in spherical coordinate notation (as described above),
and the direction (as opposed to the magnitude) of the accel-
eration vector in three-dimensional space may be referred to
herein as the “orientation” of a network node. However, in
reporting acceleration to the network controller 202, a node
may report either Cartesian or spherical values.

The acceleration vector of the object (e.g., an aircraft) may
vary when the object is in motion. Therefore, itis important to
identify the orientation of each node relative to the orientation
of the reference node. As described above, any single node
containing a 3-axis accelerometer may be designated as the
reference node.

The acceleration vector measured by a node’s accelerom-
eter may be compared to the reference node’s acceleration
vector to provide a relative orientation of the node with
respect to the reference node. Since each node’s acceleration
vector may change rapidly when the node is in motion, mea-
surements of the reference accelerometer and other node
accelerometers may be time synchronous and orientation data
may be valid only if the radial acceleration value exceeds a
predetermined value, such as for example between 0 g and 1
g. Synchronization may not be necessary if the node is at rest.
Mounting orientation of the accelerometer 102 may be arbi-
trary and may be configured as desired so long as the nodes
have unique orientations.

With regard to FIG. 2, the nodes 212 and 214 may be
wirelessly coupled, such as via a wireless network 204 (or
coupled via a wired bus connection) to a controller, processor,
or computer-based system 202. The accelerometers 208 and
210 may be further coupled with, co-located with, and/or part
of various system components, which may be referred to
herein, as described above, as “nodes,” 212 and 214 such as a
reading lamp and switch.

The controller 202 may, in various embodiments, comprise
any system and/or article of manufacture, for example, a
processor, and may include a non-transitory, tangible com-
puter readable medium such as memory 206 having instruc-
tions stored thereon that, in response to execution by a con-
troller, cause the controller to perform operations and/or
processes as described herein. The memory 206 may be
coupled to the controller 202 through logical and/or electrical
communication. In various embodiments, controller 202
comprises memory 206.

Memory 206 may comprise a lookup table or database of
known or programmed locations, orientations and logical
data of one or more nodes 212 and/or 214. The database
residing within the memory 206 may further comprise an
identifier (“ID”) variable to be retrieved from a node 212
and/or 214. Moreover, the database residing within the
memory 206 may associate a variety of logical data (such as
functional data associated with each node).

An example database residing within the memory 206 may,
for illustrative purposes, resemble the following:

Node ID 1 Orientation 1 Location ID 1 Logical Data 1
Node ID 2 Orientation 2 Location ID 2 Logical Data 2
Node ID 3 Orientation 3~ Location ID 3 Logical Data 3

During an initialization stage and with respect to FIG. 3,
the controller 202 may construct the database as shown
above. For example, during initialization (step 301), the con-



US 9,137,638 B1

5

troller 202 may receive an acceleration vector from each node
212 and/or 214 (step 302) to which an accelerometer 208
and/or 210 is coupled. The controller 202 may ensure that a
minimum difference between the acceleration vector of a
reference node and an acceleration vector of another node
and/or variety of nodes exists (a threshold minimum) (step
305), and if it does not, the initialization process may be
halted (step 304).

The controller 202 may calculate the node’s orientation
(step 306) by comparing the node’s acceleration vector to the
acceleration vector of the reference node and search the pre-
determined orientation values in the database (step 307)
residing within the memory 206 for a match (step 308). When
amatch is found, the controller 202 may determine if the node
has been moved improperly from a previous location (step
310) or if the node is not capable of performing the intended
function at the identified location (step 312). If the node’s
orientation does not match any values in the database, has
been moved improperly, or is the incorrect type for the loca-
tion, the node may be flagged for further investigation by
maintenance personnel (steps 309, 311 and 313, respec-
tively). Otherwise the controller 202 may store the node ID in
the database table in memory 206 (step 314). The controller
202 may send the Location ID and Logical Data to a node,
such as the nodes 212 and/or 214 to be stored internally (step
315) for future reference until the next database initialization
event.

In response to confirmation of node data in the database
table in memory 206, the node may be validated to operate on
the network (step 316). Only nodes that match the predeter-
mined orientation values in the database residing within the
memory 206 will be allowed to operate on the network. Addi-
tional data may be exchanged between nodes (e.g., nodes 212
and/or 214) and controller 202 to further authenticate the
node(s) identity. Retrieval of data from network nodes may be
done sequentially (step 303) and/or in parallel. Once all nodes
have been queried (step 317), the database may be checked
for completeness (step 318). If there are any nodes missing
from the database, they may be flagged for maintenance
investigation (step 319). In response to identification and
storage of node data within the database, the initialization
process may be considered complete (step 304).

Initialization of the database residing within the memory
206 may occur on demand of the controller 202 and through
amessage to one or more nodes 212 and/or 214. This may be
required during assembly of new aircraft in the factory, after
a maintenance or repair action, or to verify operational status
of the network periodically to verify inventory and/or detect
tampering. A minimum acceleration threshold may be used to
validate the orientation data received from node 212 and/or
214, for example, in various embodiments, it may be neces-
sary for an in individual to associate, within the memory 206,
each Node ID with each respective location.

During operation (i.e., after the database is constructed),
the controller 202 may further request that any node 212
and/or 214 report to the controller 202, at any time, a mea-
sured orientation, a node ID, and any additional data that
identifies the logical function of the node (e.g., lighting)
(steps 302 through 319). Accordingly and with reference now
to FIGS. 4 and 5, several real-world examples are shown.
These examples are merely illustrative of a system configu-
ration. However, a variety of system configurations are pos-
sible.

With respect to FIG. 4, then a variety of network nodes,
e.g., accelerometers 402, 404, and/or 406 may be physically
coupled to an object such as an aircraft 400. Each accelerom-
eter 402, 404, and/or 406 may be oriented differently in space
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6

(as described above), and, during an initialization stage, the
location and orientation of each accelerometer relative to the
force of gravity stored by the memory 206. For instance, as
shown, an accelerometer 402 may be oriented —90 degrees
relative to the force of gravity. The controller may recognize,
e.g., based upon a table as shown with respect to the table
above, that the accelerometer associated with an orientation
of =90 degrees relative to the force of gravity is association
with a location of a first node. Similarly, the accelerometers
402 and/or 406 (or nodes associated with these accelerom-
eters) may be associated with orientations of +10 degrees and
-10 degrees relative to the force of gravity, and the controller
202 may thereby, with a table, determine the location of each
node/accelerometer.

In like manner, and with reference to FIG. 5, a variety of
network nodes, e.g., accelerometers 502, 504, 506, 508, 510,
and/or 512, may be physically coupled to an object such as an
aircraft 500. Each accelerometer 502, 504, 506, 508, 510,
and/or 512 may be oriented differently in space (as described
above), and, during an initialization stage, the location and
acceleration vector of each accelerometer relative to an accel-
eration vector of the aircraft 500 (as opposed to an accelera-
tion of gravity) may be stored by the memory 206.

During operation, the controller 202 may wirelessly
receive acceleration vector data output by each accelerometer
502,504, 506, 508, 510, and/or 512, and, based on the stored
acceleration vector of each accelerometer 502, 504, 506, 508,
510, and/or 512 (as in the table above) and the received
acceleration vector of each, determine the location of each
accelerometer 502, 504, 506, 508, 510, and/or 512 and/or
nodes associated with, coupled to, and/or co-located with
each. For instance, as with the accelerometer 504, the con-
troller 202 may receive an acceleration vector of +30 relative
to the acceleration of the aircraft during operation, and based
upon data stored in the lookup table or database, determine
that the node associated with +30 (irrespective of the magni-
tude of the vector, which may vary with the acceleration of the
aircraft) is associated with a particular node and/or node
location and/or logical function.

Benefits, other advantages, and solutions to problems have
been described herein with regard to specific embodiments.
Furthermore, the connecting lines shown in the various fig-
ures contained herein are intended to represent exemplary
functional relationships and/or physical couplings between
the various elements. It should be noted that many alternative
or additional functional relationships or physical connections
may be present in a practical system. However, the benefits,
advantages, solutions to problems, and any elements that may
cause any benefit, advantage, or solution to occur or become
more pronounced are not to be construed as critical, required,
or essential features or elements of the inventions. The scope
of'the inventions is accordingly to be limited by nothing other
than the appended claims, in which reference to an element in
the singular is not intended to mean “one and only one” unless
explicitly so stated, but rather “one or more.” Moreover,
where a phrase similar to “at least one of A, B, or C” is used
in the claims, it is intended that the phrase be interpreted to
mean that A alone may be present in an embodiment, B alone
may be present in an embodiment, C alone may be present in
an embodiment, or that any combination of the elements A, B
and C may be present in a single embodiment; for example, A
and B, A and C, B and C, or A, B and C. Different cross-
hatching is used throughout the figures to denote different
parts but not necessarily to denote the same or different mate-
rials.

Systems, methods and apparatus are provided herein. In
the detailed description herein, references to “one embodi-
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ment,” “an embodiment,” “an example embodiment,” etc.,
indicate that the embodiment described may include a par-
ticular feature, structure, or characteristic, but every embodi-
ment may not necessarily include the particular feature, struc-
ture, or characteristic. Moreover, such phrases are not
necessarily referring to the same embodiment. Further, when
aparticular feature, structure, or characteristic is described in
connection with an embodiment, it is submitted that it is
within the knowledge of one skilled in the art to affect such
feature, structure, or characteristic in connection with other
embodiments whether or not explicitly described. After read-
ing the description, it will be apparent to one skilled in the
relevant art(s) how to implement the disclosure in alternative
embodiments.

Furthermore, no element, component, or method step in the
present disclosure is intended to be dedicated to the public
regardless of whether the element, component, or method
step is explicitly recited in the claims. No claim element
herein is to be construed under the provisions of 35 U.S.C.
112(f), unless the element is expressly recited using the
phrase “means for”” As used herein, the terms “comprises,”
“comprising,” or any other variation thereof, are intended to
cover a non-exclusive inclusion, such that a process, method,
article, or apparatus that comprises a list of elements does not
include only those elements but may include other elements
not expressly listed or inherent to such process, method,
article, or apparatus.

2 2 <

What is claimed is:

1. A system for evaluating a physical location of a node in
a network within an aircraft comprising:

a reference node having a reference accelerometer

installed in a reference orientation;

a first node accelerometer coupled to a component and
installed at a first location and in a first node orientation
relative to the reference orientation;

amemory configured to store the first node orientation and
an initial acceleration vector of the first node accelerom-
eter; and

a controller configured to receive a current node accelera-
tion vector associated with the first node accelerometer
and a current reference acceleration vector associated
with the reference accelerometer, determine a current
node orientation by comparing the current node accel-
eration vector to the current reference acceleration vec-
tor, and to determine whether a current orientation of the
component relative to the reference node has changed by
comparing the first node orientation and the current node
orientation.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the controller is further
configured to request at least one of an identifier associated
with the node, a logical function of the node, or an accelera-
tion vector of the first node accelerometer.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the controller is further
configured to develop a map of a plurality of locations of a
plurality of nodes within a network.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the controller is further
configured to determine that a node has been at least one of
damaged or moved based on whether the current orientation
of'the component relative to the reference node has changed.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the memory is further
configured to store a logical function of the node.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the first node acceler-
ometer is further configured to measure its acceleration vec-
tor relative to the force of gravity.
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7. The system of claim 1, wherein the first node acceler-
ometer is configured to measure the current node acceleration
vector relative to a motion of an object to which it is mechani-
cally coupled.

8. The system of claim 1, further comprising a plurality of
accelerometers, each mounted in a unique spacial orientation
relative to the remaining accelerometers of the plurality of
accelerometers.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the first node acceler-
ometer comprises a portion of the node.

10. The system of claim 1, wherein the acceleration vector
is measured in comparison to an acceleration vector associ-
ated with the reference accelerometer.

11. The system of claim 1, wherein each accelerometer
communicates wirelessly with the controller.

12. The system of claim 1, wherein each node communi-
cates wirelessly with the controller.

13. The system of claim 1, wherein the controller is further
configured to receive at least one of an identifier associated
with the node, a logical function of the node, or an accelera-
tion vector of the accelerometer.

14. The system of claim 1, wherein the controller is further
configured to:

search the memory to determine if the current node orien-

tation matches any of a plurality of stored node orienta-
tions;

flag the node for investigation if the current orientation of

the component relative to the reference node has
changed; and

flag the node for investigation if the current node orienta-

tion does not match any of the plurality of stored node
orientations.

15. The system of claim 14, further comprising a plurality
of' nodes and wherein the controller is configured to perform
all of the functions for each of the plurality of nodes.

16. A method for use with a network of an aircraft com-
prising:

storing, by a memory coupled to a controller, a physical

location of a first node accelerometer;

storing, by the memory, a first node orientation relative to

a reference orientation of a reference node;

storing, by the memory, an initial node acceleration vector

of the first node accelerometer;

receiving, by the controller, a current node acceleration

vector of the first node accelerometer;

receiving, by the controller a current reference acceleration

vector of the reference node,

determining, by the controller, a current node orientation

by comparing the current node acceleration vector to the
current reference acceleration vector; and

determining, by the controller, whether a node associated

with the accelerometer has moved from the physical
location based on a comparison of the current node
orientation to the first node orientation.

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising:

searching, by the controller, the memory to determine if the

current node orientation matches any of a plurality of
stored node orientations;

flagging, by the controller, the node for investigation if the

current orientation of the component relative to the ref-
erence node has changed; and

flagging, by the controller, the node for investigation if the

current node orientation does not match any of the plu-
rality of stored node orientations.

#* #* #* #* #*



